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The photograph shows a common Huntsman (also called Crab Huntsman, Delena cancerides) from 
Spring Gully. 


APOLOGY: In the last Whirrakee the current life members were listed. Unfortunately we had 
forgotten at least one, Evelyn Leamon. Our sincere apologies (eds.) 
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Whirrakee takes its name from the Whirrakee Wattle (Acacia williamsonii) which is virtually 
endemic to the Bendigo region 
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Editor’s note 

As a teacher of ecology, I have a number of practical classes that I run each year. One of them 
involves covering flowers on Golden Wattles with bird wire or insect wire to see whether the rate 
of seed set is reduced when birds or insects are excluded from the flowers. The good things about 
this exercise are that the wattles are always in bud when second semester begins in July, and that 
the results are always predictable - birds do most of the pollinating of Golden Wattles, but insects 
also do some. Last year, when the drought raged, the wattles in the University bush land flowered 
profusely. This year, however, the pattern is all wrong, and I am reminded yet again how 
frustrating field experiments can be. For one thing, where Golden Wattles are flowering, as at 
Strathdale Park, they have started weeks early. For another, there is hardly a bud in sight on any 
of the hundreds of Golden Wattles at the University, as if they exhausted themselves last year, and 
are taking a year to recover. Likewise, the Silky Hakea is not flowering at the University, but 
putting on new growth. What with the Grevillea alpina almost all dead from insect attack over 
recent years and Daviesia ulicifolia dead from the drought, the University bush is desolate in a way 
I have never seen it. 

At least some of this effect is due to last year’s drought. Have you noticed any other effects? In 
this issue of Whirrakee, you will find an article about the prospects for the orchids in this recovery 
year. We would welcome your observations of how other plants and animals have coped in your 
area. If we must have droughts, at least let us learn from them. 


Win Demeo, A Past President Remembered 


We are saddened by the death of an enthusiastic member of the Bendigo Field 
Naturalists Club. Win Demeo joined the Club in the early '70's after retiring as 
matron of the Elmore Hospital. She was on the Committee from 1982 until her 
death in June this year. Win served as the Membership Officer from 1982 until 
1988 when she became President of the Club, a position she held for 2 years. 
Win faithfully attended almost all excursions and readers of the Whirrakee will 
recall her many excursion reports. 


Win's love of the bush was expressed by her attention to local concerns such 
as environmental damage by mining and road construction. She read the 
newspapers carefully and assiduously brought to the attention of the 
Committee important issues for consideration. 


At the 50th Anniversary dinner of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club, in May 
this year, Win Demeo was honoured with a Life Membership. Her many years 
of support and concern will be remembered. 


Committee Members 


Vale Mavis Kellam 


Mavis Kellam died suddenly in June a few weeks after the death of her 
husband John. For more than 40 years Mavis Kellam regularly attended Club 
meetings and excursions. She is fondly remembered as one of the cheerful 
team who served supper after the Club meetings. For many years at her home 
she hosted meetings of the Bird Group, Botany Group and the Bendigo 
Naturalists Editorial team. 


She will be greatly missed, and her caring interest in the welfare of members 
and their families will not be forgotten. 


Committee Members 


Bird Notes and Observations 
Author: Bird Observers Group 


Observations 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill (10) Derrimut Road, White Hills, 26/6/95 
Grey Shrike-thrush (2) Derrimut Road, White Hills, 16/6/95 
Yellow-tufted Honeyeater (3) Mandurang South Road, Sedgwick, 26/6/95 
Brown Treecreeper (1) Mandurang South Road, Sedgwick, June/early July 1995 
Eastern Spinebill (2) Shelley Street, Spring Gully, 3/6/95 
Speckled Warbler (1) Shelley Street, Spring Gully, 12/6/95 
White-naped Honeyeater (40+) Shelley Street, Spring Gully, 14/6/95 
i 4 (ca. 400-500) Dodder Track, Wellsford State Forest, 5/7/95 
Rainbow Lorikeet (1) Shelley Street, Spring Gully, 23/6/95 
White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike (2) Gunnlee Estate, Lake Eppalock, 6/7/95 
Spotted Quail-thrush (1) Spring Gully Reservoir, 26/6/95 
Brolga (2) Tang Tang Swamp Wildlife Reserve, 22/6/95 
Swift Parrot (ca. 35) Tang Tang Swamp Wildlife Reserve, 22/6/95 
4 ” (heard) Guys Hill Road, Strathfieldsaye, 26/6/95 
ee ” (ca. 50) Tang Tang Swamp Wildlife Reserve, 5/7/95 
Flame Robin (1) Pioneer Road, One Tree Hill Regional Park, 20/6/95 
Wedge-tailed Eagle (2) Midland Highway, near Goornong, 6/7/95 
Varied Sittella (small group) Coliban Park, Sutton Grange, early July 1995 


Notes 

Red Stringybark is rarely seen flowering, but some good specimens in moist conditions in the 
Spring Gully Water Reserve attract Yellow-tufted and Fuscous Honeyeaters. Also, flowering 
Red Stringybark and Grey Box have provided a food resource for some Yellow-tufted 
Honeyeaters at Sedgwick, where they are rarely recorded. 

The Brown Treecreeper, although specialising in bark foraging, is often seen on the ground, 
as in the recent sighting at Sedgwick, where a single bird fed from a meat-ants nest which had 
been disturbed by an echidna. 

Speckled Warblers are regular participants in mixed species feeding flocks, hence the si ghting 
at Spring Gully where a bird was observed with Buff-rumped Thornbills and Scarlet Robins. 
Spotted Quail-thrush have regularly been sighted near the Spring Gully Reservoir over the 
past few months. The open Red Ironbark/Red Box/Red Stringybark/ Long-leaved Box forest 
with a good understorey of grass tussocks and small shrubs, provides suitable habitat for the 
species and birds like Painted Button-quail. 


Bird Watching, The Easy Way 
Author: Evelyn Leamon 


A pair of Spurwing Plovers (V.m. novaehollandiae) have been in the surrounds of “Strath- 
haven” Bendigo for a number of years, more or less successfully raising their families. 

Last September 1994 saw them with four little ones, so when they commenced looking for a 
site quite near the previous nest in May this year, our interest in birdwatching was aroused, 
especially as the nest is just in the lawn below the lounge window. 

The first egg was laid in a depression in the grass on 18th May. By the 26th May there were 
four brown-speckled eggs and the hen commenced sitting. Everything was going well, the 
male bird taking his turn with the hatching, when the drought broke in the first week of June, 
4 inches in 4 days! Water flooded the nest and surrounding lawn. Our birdwatchers were 
devastated. Then to our amazement we saw the birds very busy pecking around the nest and 
the lawn, then bringing in leaves, twigs and mud, and building up the eggs above the water. 
Would the eggs hatch out after being so wet ? Evidently the birds were optimistic, for after 
the 28 day period three little chicks appeared, one after another. One egg remained in the nest 
after the family departed to forage further afield, but not so far away that we can’t still watch 
their progress; as well as the other birds which visit the area. 

One of the highlights during the drought was to see a flock of pelicans in flight and settling on 
the Kennington Reservoir to feed. They continued to come for about a month until the water 
level and food depleted. 


A Large Flock of White-naped Honeyeaters 
Author: Chris Tzaros 


On 5 July 1995, I visited an area of heavily flowering Red Ironbark forest at Dodder Track in 
the Wellsford State Forest. 

Here, Musk Lorikeets and Red Wattlebirds were very common, with smaller numbers of 
Yellow-tufted and Fuscous Honeyeaters. The highlight of the visit however, was an 
absolutely huge flock of White-naped Honeyeaters, perhaps numbering between 400 and 500 
birds, which fed on the Red Ironbark blossom of two small trees. Red Wattlebirds attempted 
to disperse the flock, and defend the precious nectar resource, but to no avail. The 
Wattlebirds probably suffered more than the White-naped Honeyeaters, from energy 
expenditure in chasing them. 

Large flocks of White-naped Honeyeaters have been previously reported, but only very 
rarely. Most often they are seen in groups of between 20 and 50 birds. 


Mixed Species Feeding Flocks 
Author: Chris Tzaros 


Mixed species feeding flocks often consist of various species of insectivorous or partly 
insectivorous birds, each foraging in its own specialised niche, as they gradually move 
through an area of forest. _ 

Generally, most flocking occurs during autumn and winter, and with the arrival of spring, 
most birds separate from the flocks to breed. 

Several bird species forage in flocks with members of their own species, but frequently with 
other species as well. Species which are responsible for the formation of the mixed flock 
(usually the most abundant species) are termed nuclear species, and are seldom seen outside 
mixed flocks. Other species are classified as attendants or followers with some attending 
more regularly than others. 

In the Box-Ironbark forests within the Bendigo district, mixed species feeding flocks usually 
contain birds such as Buff-rumped and Yellow-rumped Thornbills (particularly the former), 
which are nuclear species, and regular attendants include Speckled Warblers, Striated 
Thornbills, Weebills, Grey Fantails, Scarlet Robins, Varied Sittellas, White-throated 
Treecreepers, Silvereyes, Spotted Pardalotes, Golden Whistlers and White-eared, White- 
naped, Brown-headed and Fuscous Honeyeaters. 

Species composition within mixed flocks also changes seasonally. Although less common, 
mixed species flocks are formed in spring/summer, and although sedentary species such as 
Buff-rumped and Yellow-rumped Thornbills, Speckled Warblers, Weebills and White- 
throated Treecreepers remain in the flocks, autumn/winter altitudinal migrants such as Golden 
_ Whistlers, White-naped Honeyeaters, Striated Thornbills, Spotted Pardalotes, Silvereyes and 
Scarlet Robins mostly disappear (some species may remain), and are replaced with species 
such as Rufous Whistlers, Fuscous Honeyeaters, Yellow Thornbills, Striated Pardalotes, 
Horsfield’s and Shining Bronze-cuckoos and sometimes Red-capped Robins (all typically 
spring/summer migrants). 

Advantages of birds forming mixed species flocks may include increased predator detection 
(saftey in numbers) and increased feeding opportunities. 

As each species occupies its own individual specialised niche, ground foragers, like Speckled 
Warblers and Buff-rumped Thornbills may flush insects off the ground,which then may 
become prey for Scarlet Robins which feed close to the ground from exposed perches. 
Scarlet Robins may in turn flush prey suitable for birds using higher substrates. Foliage 
foragers, such as Spotted and Striated Pardalotes, Weebills, Striated Thornbills and Golden 
Whistlers, may disturb aerial insects which often become prey for the Grey Fantails (a 
hawking specialist). Varied Sittellas and White-throated Treecreepers utilise bark substrates 
for foraging. . 

The foraging behaviour of many species frequently alters in mixed flocks, and differs from 
their normal methods, due to the varying abundance and distribution of food, and the 
different species compositions of mixed flocks. For example, in times of low invertebrate 


abundance on ground substrates, birds like Speckled Warblers may hawk insects from low 
perches, or glean insects from low foliage, and possibly even feed on mistletoe fruits. 

The topic of avian mixed species feeding flocks can obviously be quite complex. It is 
however very interesting to locate flocks (easily achieved by listening for various calls and 
watching for increased bird activity) and recording the different species present at various 
times of the year, their foraging behaviour and how it alters. 

The following months are ideal for such observations. 


Tang Tang Swamp Wildlife Reserve 
Author: Chris Tzaros 


Due to substantial recent rainfall, Tang Tang Swamp is now filled with water and provides 
excellent habitat for many water birds. At present there are many Black Swans and an 
abundance of waterfowl, including Pacific Black Duck and Grey Teal. Many surrounding 
paddocks are also inundated with flood water, and it was in this situation that a pair of 
Brolgas was observed in June 1995. They were also seen in the reserve, in Cane Grass 
habitat within the River Red Gum woodland. 

Also present within the reserve, and in River Red Gum woodland along a creek to the north 
of the reserve, was a flock of approximately 35 Swift Parrots on 22 June and approximately 
50 on 5 July 1995. 

Swift Parrots are usually associated with Box-Ironbark habitats where they feed on eucalypt 
blossom (Red Ironbark, Yellow Gum, White Box and Grey Box), and are very rarely 
recorded in River Red Gum woodland communities. 

The River Red Gums at Tang Tang are currently supporting a large number of lerps, which 
are the major attraction for the Swift Parrots, Striated Pardalotes and White-plumed 
Honeyeaters. 

The Swift Parrots fed in the outer foliage of the River Red Gums, often only one or two 
metres above the ground, and roosted and preened in the higher branches. They were even 
observed to descend from the low foliage to the edge of pools of water, where they drank. 
Swift Parrots have been rarely reported from the Bendigo district this year, despite some 
areas of heavy Red Ironbark flowering. In previous years, flocks of Swift Parrots have been 
reported from Mandurang forests, Spring Gully Reservoir and the Whipstick, but a paucity of 
lerp in these areas may be responsible for low numbers of Swift Parrots, which feed quite 
heavily on lerp where it is available. 

Lerp is obviously abundant at Tang Tang Swamp, with hundreds of Striated Pardalotes and 
flocks of Swift Parrots being observed. This is the first record of the Swift Parrot at Tang 
Tang Swamp. 


Swift Parrot Sightings 
Author: Chris Tzaros 


Recently, there has been a proposal to revise the national status of the Swift Parrot from 
vulnerable to endangered. Current estimates of the total population size is approximately 
2600 birds. 

In the near future, the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources will conduct a 
survey of the Swift Parrot at various sites across Victoria, to obtain information concerning 
the location of Swift Parrot wintering sites, and foraging and habitat requirements. 

It is important that all sightings of Swift Parrots are recorded, and if possible, also 
information on the habitat and food resources being utilised. All information received will be 
compiled, and used to obtain an overall picture of Swift Parrot movements and behaviour 
over a number of years. 

Any records can be submitted to the Bird Observers Group (at monthly meetings), or by 
contacting the author on (054) 395544. Any assistance would be greatly appreciated. 


A Short History of One Weed - Cape Broom 
Author: Bill Holsworth 


Australia's history of resources management is replete with examples of poor decisions made 
by "great men". The introduction of the rabbit had the most profound effect on the landscape, 
but other introductions also created major problems. In an attempt to provide sport shooting 
of the curassow bird, the blackberry was introduced and spread; however, the curassow 
acclimatisation was a failure (Rolls, They All Ran Wild, p.291). rr 


In 1864, a Mr. George Avery Fletcher, Clerk/Surveyor of the City of Sandhurst, established 
the Parks and Cemeteries of Sandhurst (Bendigo) and began a program of street tree planting. 
Mr. Fletcher was also the Secretary of the Whitehills Cemetery Trust, and on 3 June 1863 he 
wrote to the Botanic Gardens, Melbourne for "a donation of plants of hawthorn, Pinus(?), 
and seeds of Cape Broom and kangaroo ...? for hedging purposes." (Correspondence Copy 
Book for Whitehills Cemetery, held by the Bendigo Cemeteries Trust.) 


We still have a problem, 130 years later, with Cape Broom in the Whitehills Cemetery, and in 
many other locations around Bendigo thanks to the "far-sighted" actions of former city 
planners. 


The other introductions by Fletcher, and others, to our streets, - the palms, pines, planes, 
plums, poplars, and peppercorns (is the alliteration accidental, or did Fletcher have only one 
page of the plant catalogue?) have left us with another problem. How do we convince present 
day planners, who recently completed the "Bendigo Highway Entrances and Boulevards 
Study", that Australian native trees, not just European trees, are useful for Australian cities 
and towns? 


From the Mailbag 
Author: Elaine Mathison 


Each month the Club receives a number of newsletters and magazines: some by subscription and 
some in exchange for Whirrakee. These are available from the Club librarian at our meetings. 


PARKWATCH(VNPA) June 1995 No. 181 

‘Second Class Parks for our Seas’ by Nicci Tsernjavski points out that the Land Conservation 
Council has failed to deliver long-term protection of Victoria’s marine environment. The 
background to the LCC’s Marine and Coastal Special Investigation in 1991 is outlined and 
details given of its recommendations. 


‘Lighthouses Come to Victoria’ by Doug Humann applauds the bi-partisan political campaign 
which has led to Victoria acquiring ten lighthouses no longer needed by the Commonwealth 
Government. The writer points out the importance of these buildings being incorporated into our 
parks and reserves system, and protected to the highest level possible. 


‘Nature Notes: Export Ban Needed to Protect Syngnathids’ by Peter McGlone outlines the threat 
to the members of the syngnathid family (seahorses, seadragons and pipefishes) from 
overfishing. In particular Weedy Seadragon numbers are declining in Australian waters due to its 
use in Chinese medicine. No Australian marine fish species is currently protected from 
exploitation; action is needed now. 


‘Park Notes: French Island’ by Deidre Slattery describes the features of this unique State Park, 
only one and a half hours from Melbourne, yet seeming very remote. The differing habitats - 
coastal salt marsh and mudflat, heathland and peppermint/messmate forest - provide a wealth of 
interest for bird and plant lovers. 


* RK KK 


NATURE AUSTRALIA (Australian Museum) Winter 1995 (formerly ANH) 
‘Looking for Mr. Right’ by Stephen Burnell reports on observations of Southern Right Whales in 
the Great Australian Bight. Every year between May and October these whales migrate to this 
temperate coastline to calve and mate after spending the summer months feeding in sub- 
Antarctic waters. Growth and behaviour development in the calves is described. 


‘The Wandering Albatross’ by Harry Battam: "precision navigator, effortless long-distance flier 
and exploiter-extraordinaire of new food sources... all these attributes should make the 
Wandering Albatross one of the most successful birds of the Southern Hemisphere. Yet in three 
decades the population of this great albatross has halved and it is now an endangered species". 
Some of the reasons for this decline are discussed, in particular longline fishing practices. 


‘Irian Jaya’s New Tree-Kangaroo: Just the Tip of the Ertzberg?’ by Tim Flannery reports on his 
1994 visit to the Carsteng Mountains in Irian Jaya. The joint Australian-Indonesian expedition 
set out to document the fauna of this vast and poorly known region. In particular it hoped to 
find some evidence of a possible new species of marsupial believed to live in the area. 


Also received this month: 
The Bird Observer (BOCA) June 1995 
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After the Drought 
Author: Tom Patullo 


After the drought which ended in June 1995, we take stock of the orchids. The bountiful 
rainfall of some five inches in June was too late for our autumn flowering orchids, but 
according to reports coming in so far, the later winter orchids are doing well, with a good 
showing of the spring and summer basal leaves and rosettes. This promises well for our 
later flowering varieties. 

From Russell Brown comes the report of numerous flowers at Bagshot of the Larger 
Striped Greenhood, Pterostylis robusta, and numerous rosettes. In the same area was the 
Ruddy Hood, Pterostylis pusilla showing good promise for its mid-September flowering 
time. This is also the flowering period for Caladenia filamentosa and Caladenia tentaculata 
(the latter is a variety; a change in colour is the only apparent difference). Russell tells me 
that the basal leaves of the orchids are numerous, so a good flowering seems assured. The 
last three named orchids all occur in the same area. You can look them up in “The Orchids 
of Bendigo’. 

Further back towards the Eaglehawk end of the Whipstick, around Skylark Dam, Russell 
reports some activity in the Flying Duck area (but it is much too early for these) and some 
rosettes of Pterostylis maxima. 

There was no mention of Pterostylis setifera, near the dam. We found a new area for this 
orchid a couple of years ago. The first and second week in November is the flowering 
period for these orchids. For any orchid hunters who are in the vicinity of the dam about 
that time, it is worthwhile looking around the old Wild Cherry Tree for Pterostylis setifera. 
That is where we first found P. setifera, which we erroneously called Prerostylis michellii. 
Some years ago someone dug all the specimens up, and the area was quite barren of this 
orchid for years. Last year however, Ken Fishley and I found some evidence that P. 
setifera was re-inhabiting the area, as we found a plant in flower quite close by. So we will 
be keeping a close watch on the area this year. 

A further report from Russell says that the new spot on One Tree Hill for the Larger Striped 
Greenhood was showing promise with two flowers out. Prerostylis alata, the Striped 
Greenhood also had two flowers out further down the valley. Russell gives a warning that 
subdivision is fast approaching this area. There will be houses right up to the fence of the 
One Tree Hill Park and the orchid patch just through the fence. It may be worth 
considering a plan to shift some of the tubers further up the gully, away from likely 
disturbances from possible foot traffic so close to human habitation. 

Further evidence of promise of good displays of summer flowering orchids comes from a 
friend of ours who lives in Horsham, but who often visits his mother who lives on the 
outskirts of Eaglehawk. Ken tells me that there are many rosettes of the Rusty Hood, 
Pterostylis maxima in an area near his mother’s home in Bright Street. 

So on observations made on the 9th and 10th July, the orchid lovers of our group, with 
further occasional rains and a fair share of warm sunny weather, have a good chance of 
enjoying good hunting for the rest of the year. So with that tidy, conveniently-sized, 
beautifully illustrated book, “The Orchids of Bendigo’, revised by Rod Orr, by your side, 
go to it. 


10 


Acacia hakeoides revisited 


The following letter was sent to Peter Ellis in 1973 by A.B.Court in response to a specimen 
sent for identification. The letter was found again by Bev Leeson some years ago and 
readers may be interested in finding the species which occurs in the Whipstick Forest (the 
end of August would be the most appropriate time to oganise such a search party). 


ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS ano NATIONAL HERBARIUM 


TELEPHONES— . 
63 7030 BIRDWOOD AVENUE 
63 8935 SOUTH YARRA, VICTORIA 
REF 1359/73 AUSTRALIA, 3141 
APG: DIT eAth. Septembers.........1907330 


Mr. P.N. Ellis, 
P.O. Box 396, 
BENDIGO. VIC. 3550. 


Dear Mr. Ellis, 


Thank you sincerely for your letter of the 6th of this month 
and for the specimen of Acacia hakeoides. I have examined this 
specimen and believe it to be typical A. hakeoides but its 
occurrence in the Bendigo district is most interesting. I was 
hoping that it would turn out to be the same as the one known 
to me from the Moon Mines area, Although this particular 
population is known from only one collection, it is quite distinct 
from anything else I know. I have searched for this species? on a 
number of occasions during the lest several years but have been 
unable to find it. May I suggest, therefore, that if you or any of 
your associates find anything of interest in this locality it might 
be worthwhile forwarding a specimen for examination. 


Yours faithfully, 


Lt. 8. bond 


A.B. COURT. 


N.B. In another letter from A.B.Court, he said the funicle attaching the seed to the pod 
was hairy on one species (say A. hakeoides) versus A. williamsonii - or what used to be 
Acacia hakeoides var. angustifolia. ve forgotten which way round it is. Also there is 
likely to be natural hybrids between A. williamsonii and A. pycnantha which will resemble 
A. hakeoides, and therefore examination of the seed pods will be the only way of true 
identification. 

Peter Ellis 
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The Goldfields Management Area: 
Report of the Talk given by Roy Speechley 
Author: Jenny Shield 


Roy Speechley gave a very interesting talk illustrated with slides, on the scope, value and 
management of parks and reserves for which he is responsible. 


The Goldfields Management Area stretches from Elmore to Wedderburn to Lake Buloke in 
the west and includes Rushworth in the east because of its box ironbark forests. There are 


5 state parks and 1 flora and fauna reserve. There are 320 reserves altogether, with a total 
area of 36,000 ha. 


DCNR is not able to collect detailed information on all of these reserves, and therefore it is 
important that any information is passed on to DCNR so that appropriate management 
prescriptions can be adopted to protect important areas. 


Cara Cara State Park south west of St Arnaud consists of 3840 ha of relatively undisturbed 
forest with relatively high habitat values, including some blue gum forest (Eucalyptus 
bicostata). 


Paddy's Ranges State Park consists of 1755 ha near Maryborough. It has colourful 
wildlife displays . It was burnt in 1985, but has recovered. There is a new picnic area with 
an information board. The barbeque was stolen. 


Kooyoora State Park west of Inglewood of 3593 ha has outstanding values including rare 
Zieria, powerful owls, rock Correa , granitic outcrops, Blakeley's red gum. Grazing is 
still permitted. A Draft Management Plan was prepared in 1992, and the final plan is ready 
for printing. Hopefully grazing will be out by next year. Aboriginal rock wells , 
Melville's Caves which include popular rock climbing and abseiling sites and a viewing 
point are features of the area. The picnic area features Deane’s Wattle. A new camping 
area will be situated above the day visiting area. 


There are a lot of historic reserves in old goldmining areas in which historic relics are 
preserved. Mining Companies also work in these areas. 85% of the mining applications in 
Victoria come to the Bendigo office of the Department of Energy and Minerals , and 37% 
are referred to DCNR. Mining companies are not permitted to take old tailings from 
historic reserves. 


Maldon Historic Reserve consists of 2520 ha. From Mt Tarrengower, Union Hill, now a 
hole can be seen. The surface is now fully worked and mining will continue underground. 


The Castlemaine Chewton Historic Reserve.of 2500 ha is not as well known as Maldon, 
but has a lot of interesting sites. At Forest Creek there is a site where water from a race 
turned a water wheel which drove the stamper batteries. To find this site turn left at 
Chewton town, then drive into the bush for a couple of km. 

Vaughan Springs Reserve (100 ha) is on the Loddon River. It is a well used spot and 
includes a caravan park Vintage car rallies are held here each year. There is a rotunda and 
exotic trees planted in the 1920s and 30s. 


Golden Gully near Woodward Rd in Bendigo has huge erosion gullies where high 
powered water pumps sluiced all the alluvial gold. The Golden Condor Mine site is also at 
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Golden Gully. The granite footings for the poppet head (which came from Mt Alexander) 
are still present. 


The Whipstick State Park (2300ha) has box ironbark stands and mallee stands and includes 
rare Phebalium and Acacia ausfeldii. 

Kamarooka State Park has Northern Plains flora and is mainly grey box woodland. It also 
has Whipstick Westringia. 


The Bendigo Bushland Trail is being developed around Bendigo, and rangers frequently 
take school groups for bicycle tours to show the bush to the young people. These tours are 
becoming more popular and are much more effective than talks and videos. 


Management problems of Parks include illegal dumping, worst around Bendigo, trail bikes 
and off road driving are also huge around Bendigo (tracks which are not being used for 
management are being closed), environmental weeds such as ‘cootamongrels' and pampas 
grass, urban development up to the park boundaries and illegal firewood cutting. 


The talk inspired a lively discussion. Tom Patullo was able to tell Roy about a rare 
Pterostylis orchid on the fence line of the One Tree Hill development. Roy indicated that 

- the tubers would be relocated to an adjacent site, to prevent them being destroyed by 
trampling near the fence. 


From ‘The Bendigo Naturalist’ Vol.3 No. 1 October 1969 


Rare Wildflowers in August 
Author: R. Allan 


On a trip to the Whipstick on 24th August 1969, some rare_wildflowers, which I thought were 
worthy of a mention in this magazine, were found in flower. 


On the way I called in to the Shire Rubbish Tip with some lawn clippings and was amazed to 
see acres of the pretty little GALAXIA FUGACISSIMA, a tiny relation of the Iris, in full 
flower. The perianth segments are a bright yellow, single or several in clumps and covered the 
ground as far as the eye could see. The flower is sessile (without a stem). Mr. Jim Willis, in his 
book ‘A Handbook to Plants in Victoria’ Vol. 1, states that it is indigenous to the Cape 
Peninsular, South Africa; and apart from a few other places around Bendigo is found nowhere 
else in the world. 


Later when well into the Whipstick I stopped to look for fruit on a Quandong tree, and found 
sheltering under the shade of the tree the rare Scented Mat-rush LOMANDRA EFFUSA, known 
only in one other spot in the Whipstick. The flowers are in a dense panicle in the centre of a 
clump of rush like leaves. They are on smooth branches and are white and have a pleasantly 
sweet smell. - 


The third unusual plant was found at Red Box Hut, a pretty spot in the Whipstick. It was the 
site of a-eucalyptus factory now long disused. The hut still stands under a large Red Box tree 
and the old boiler and other workings are in ruins. The dam still holds water and is a favourite 
drinking place for animals and birds. At the time of my visit the whole area was a blaze of gold 
with the Hakea wattle at its best. A large patch of the cleared area was thick with a carpet of 
small fern like leaves that branched from the sessile flowering heads of the little known 
introduced SOLIVA PTEROSPERMA, a member of the Composite family. Not a showy plant 
but a very interesting one. 


Diary 


All general and Bird Observers Group Peenies are held at the Department of Food and 
Agriculture, corner Peylon Street and Midlands AOE Epsom, unless otherwise 
indicated. 


General Meeting 


August 9, 7:30pm. Bryan Coman has had an accident and will be in hospital for several 
weeks. The scheduled talk entitled “Fox Control and Wildlife 
-Management at Puckapunyal” will be given by John Neb. 


SERIES 13, 7:30pm. Annual General Meeting. President’ s Address 
November 8, 7:30pm. Speaker: Peter Howden. “Environmental Weeds - SMaiceR TE Issues ee 
December | Christmas Bree | 


Excursions — . 

The assembly point for excursions is outside the Ministry of Education complex in Havlin 
Street East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. Full-day excursions normally commence 
at 10am. 

Please check details 505 any changes) i in the Whirrakee for the month of the excursion. 


August 13 Boys and Geology of the Big Hil Range and Seulauiie, 
Leaders: Rob and Glenise Moors. This is a whole day excursion so ae 
bring all your food and drink. Meet at 10am as detailed above. 


September 17 Visit to Axe Quarry at Mt William. ‘Leader: Rod Fyffe 
October 15 Visit to Leaghur State Park (subject to flooding). Leader: Roy Spechley 
November 12 Nas to Gacnts Canggu in White Hills” 


Bird OHsenvers Group | 


Friday August 4, 7: :30pm_ 
Chris Tzaros will speak about the GEV Babbler survey. 
Birds of the SG Pied and EoSy Su vones: 


Supper es, ie : 

The usual arrangements for supper are as follows: ene sitter bring a plate or pay au 
for supper. This small amount is used by the treasurer to reim burse in who 
SEN essential supper Supplies ; . 


Articles in Wiel may Be eee but permiccion should be Sptinedl from the 
Bendigo Field Naturalists Club, and acknowledgment should be given to the author and the 
Club. Back issues are available at a cost of 80 cents each. Complete sets are available abo 
8.00 for each volume. The above prices eon not include presse ; 


Mr & Mrs R Allen 
20 Houston St 
BENDIGO VIC 3550 


